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P11ntllet Spotts News
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920

Nov. 21, 1985
Ht;:;

DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's football Panthers finished the
year with a 6-5 record for their eighth straight winning season to remain as one of
the state's most successful collegiate teams. The Panthers were 2-3 and tied for
third in the initial Gateway Conference race. The following are season wrapup
articles on EIU's top LINEBACKERS:
DERICK WILHELMS (Freeport), 6-2, 220, sophomore, led the Panthers in tackles with
98, 26 solos and 72 assisted • • • he also had two QB sacks, two tackles for loss,
two forced fumbles and a pass interception he returned 35 yards for a touchdown . .
he started ten of the 11 games at an inside linebacker . . . four times he was the
segment 'player of the game', most on the team • . . in two seasons he has totaled
161 tackles.
BILL COCHRANE (Lake Zurich), 6-1, 240, sophomore, finished as the team's No. 4 tackler with 77, 25 solos and 52 assisted •
he started all but the first game at an
inside 'backer position • . . was named the segment 'player of the game' one time.
RICK ZIEMANN (San Diego, CA-Mira Mesa/Mesa CC), 5-11, 210, junior, started the last
seven games at outside 'backer getting 38 tackles, 12th best on the team . . . he had
14 solos, 24 assisted, four QB sacks and recovered a fumble • • . was picked the segment 'player of the game' against Northern Michigan.
JEFF MILLS (Winnetka-New Trier), 6-1, 205, freshman, was picked the team's 'Rookie of
the Year' as he finished as the Team's ninth leading tackler coming off the bench in
each game to get 44 total tackles at an inside 'backer position . . . he also had a
tackle for loss, intercepted a pass and knocked down two passes . . . three times he
was picked the segment 'player of the game' against Southern Illinois, Western Illinois
and Southwest Missouri.
JON MOORE (Decatur-Eisenhower), 6-0, 210, sophomore, played in seven games but a midseason lnJury knocked him out of the starting lineup after the fourth game
he
finished with 23 tackles.
ROD MATHIS (Miami, FL-Central), 6-3, 215, junior, started ten of the 11 games at outside linebacker getting 39 tackles with 1~ QB sacks, 6~ tackles for loss, three forced
fumbles and three fumble recoveries
was picked the segment 'player of the game'
for his performance against Indiana State early in the year.
DAN POLEWSKI (Dolton-Thornridge/Thornton CC), 6-1, 230, junior, came off the bench in
eight of the 11 games to get ten tackles, five solos and five assisted.
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